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                  Policing on the Alberta prairies in 1920. APP Constable Patrick Healy (foreground) observes. 
 

From early 1917, the newly formed APP was provided a few horses and Ford Model T's, and was primarily 
composed of former RNWMP officers, with 85% of members previously being employed as Mounties. Despite 
efforts to depoliticize the new police force, the provincial government was excited about the prospect of the 
Alberta Provincial Police, in particular enforcing the Liquor Control Act and prohibition, which RNWMP 
Commissioner Perry was happy to ignore. 
The APP's duties expanded quickly as the police force was viewed as a tool for facilitating provincial policy, which 
was well beyond the scope of basic policing. The expanded responsibilities included transporting sick and 
isolated homesteaders to the hospital, administering the estate of institutionalized persons, administering the 
Mother's Pension Act which provided funds to widowed or deserted women to feed their children, inspected 
poolrooms, cafes, and cattle, and as a debt collection service. 
 
Upcoming Winter/Spring Events – see details on PCHS Forum | Facebook 
      
Our YouTube channel is up at The Peace Country Historical Society Podcast - YouTube 
 

New podcasts 5 and 6 are coming soon, covering Local Policing, and Local Hockey history. 
 
Our  Annual General Meeting and Elections will be held on Sunday, Apr 27th , 2025.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/720739788067031
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjhT9BMS8qOf1Ejle_q_IFg
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 Peace Country Historical Society 
 
 Vision: To encourage the appreciation of     
the history of the Peace Country  

 

            Mandate: The mandated area of the  
            Peace Country Historical Society is the  

 Northwest region of Alberta 
 

Board of Directors 
President—Ron Thoreson  
David Leonard—Vice-President 
Susan K. Thomson—Treasurer 
Charles Taws–Secretary 
David Rhody–Director 
Doug Spry–Director 
Linda Schofield–Director 
Wanda Zenner--Director 
Meaghan Pueramaki-Brown–Director 
 

PCHS Committee Chairs 
Duff Crerar-Podcasts and Military 
Susan Thomson–Heritage Fair 
David Leonard–Advocacy, Land Settlement 
Ron Thoreson–Newsletter/Web/Facebook 
Charles Taws–Historic Plaque Placements 
Linda Schofield–Generations Readers  
Theatre Grande Prairie  
David Rhody–Zoom Manager 
 

Contact Us 
Newsletter Editor: Ron Thoreson  
rdthor@telusplanet.net 
780-831-6882 
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 Peace Country Historical Society 
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 11330 106 Street 
 Grande Prairie, AB, T8V 7X9 
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What We Can Offer 
 

A chance to help set the direction for our 
Peace Country Chapter at membership 
meetings or other communication means. 
 

A chance to learn about Peace Country 
history during presentations and tours, 
through Facebook, the Newsletter, the 
Website, and at membership meetings. 
 

A chance to meet other people who enjoy 
history. 
 

A chance to contribute as a volunteer in 
various projects that we carry out. 
 

A chance to advocate for the preservation   
of the history of our area. 
 

Qualify to submit applications for HSA  grants 
to fund special projects. 
 

We hope you choose to continue as a 
member, or choose to join our Society. 
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      Editor’s Message  

     Ron Thoreson 
 

As we enter a new year of what we expect will be turbulent times, we might consider what 
will likely become the historical record of our times. In small ways, we ask you -our members- 
to pass on your experiences for future generations, whether orally or in written stories.  

Some of our members are self-motivated to add their submissions, and others need a gentle 
reminder. Your perspective is valued and should be shared with our community of friends 
who appreciate your stories of earlier years built on struggles and accomplishments.  

I came across a compilation of quotes from a celebrated American historian and philosopher, 
Will Durant (1885-1981). He favoured a more inclusive version of history, where wider 
contributions should be considered. Born of French-Canadian immigrants, in a prolific life of 
96 years, one of his shorter quotes was: “History is mostly guessing; the rest is prejudice.” 
That was a style more akin to Will Rogers, the American humorist and his contemporary.  

He also wrote in a much longer form, and his wife Ariel Durant was often a co-author.  
Durant’s The Story of Civilization, his major work over 4 decades, consisting of 11 volumes 
sold 2 million copies in 9 languages. He sought a wider study of history, and lamented a 
society “choked with news, and starved of history.” 

“Perhaps the cause of our contemporary pessimism is our tendency to view history as a 
turbulent stream of conflicts — between individuals in economic life, between groups in 
politics, between creeds in religion, between states in war. This is the more dramatic side of 
history; it captures the eye of the historian and the interest of the reader. But if we turn from 
that Mississippi of strife, hot with hate and dark with blood, to look upon the banks of the 
stream, we find quieter but more inspiring scenes: women rearing children, men building 
homes, peasants drawing food from the soil, artisans making the conveniences of life, 
statesmen sometimes organizing peace instead of war, teachers forming savages into 
citizens, musicians taming our hearts with harmony and rhythm, scientists patiently 
accumulating knowledge, philosophers groping for truth, saints suggesting the wisdom of 
love. History has been too often a picture of the bloody stream. The history of civilization is a 
record of what happened on the banks.”            

“It is the present, not the past, that dies; this present moment, to which we give so much 
attention, is forever flittering from our eyes and fingers into that pedestal and matrix of our 
lives which we call the past. It is only the past that lives. 
Therefore I feel that we of this generation give too much time to news about the transient 
present, too little to the living past. We are choked with news, and starved of history. A wise 
man can learn from other men's experience; a fool cannot learn even from his own. History is 
other men's experience, in countless number through many centuries. By adding some 
particles of that moving picture to our vision we may multiply our lives and double our 
understanding.” 

— Will Durant (1885-1981)  
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What’s Been Keeping Us Busy? 

We’ve had recent events to recap, but the society’s board and other members also do a lot 

of other work. When we can, we assist other groups and individuals with inquiries on their 

historical research and finding programs or people that may be able to assist them in 

preserving both stories and structures. Beyond our event reviews there are examples on the 

index page such as the 1911 Halcourt United Church project, the recovered Lake Saskatoon 

Ag Society medal, remembering the Wembley Ferry at Pipestone Creek, Constable Patrick 

Healy’s life story, and Pat Wearmouth’s article on forestry towers titled History on the Move.   

We have direct representatives on both local and provincial boards or committees. We serve 

with the Historical Society of Alberta, and the County of Grande Prairie Historical Resources 

Committee. Our members work in various ways with the Alberta Genealogical Society GP 

Branch, the South Peace Regional Archives, and the Spirit of the Peace Museum Network. 

We’ll soon be meeting again with reps from AGS GP and the Archives to formalize a Tri-Board 

committee coordinating our event calendars, finding more ways to support one another, and 

multiplying our impact on important common causes. With the Historical Society of Alberta 

considering organizing a provincial speakers bureau, and PCHS looking to help manage a 

seminar on best practices for collecting and saving oral histories, there are exciting 

possibilities for the future.  

Are you considering collecting oral histories? It’s important to realize that every family has a 

variety of memories and stories of earlier generations that continue to be lost with the 

passing years. Some may have a writer or a videographer in their home or social group, but 

that is generally the exception and not the rule, and oral history offers a special path.  

Collecting stories can be simpler today with a recorder in almost every pocket. Historically 

interesting story sources can be found in various cultural groups, families, ages, and 

occupations. Learn how to unlock those stories with planning, patience, and respect. 

If you’re interested in sleuthing, there are occasional mysteries to help people solve. We 

occasionally refer people toward research resources that can add important context and 

detail to otherwise random facts. This is also a key service that the local branch of the Alberta 

Genealogical Society provides, connecting families to their ancestors and historical records. 

We’ve also been advancing a number of public advocacy projects. Our key person with an 

accumulated wealth of experience to apply to these files is Dr. David Leonard. He is generous 

in passing on that knowledge, and always working to preserve local history. A couple of 

typical examples are the work with the Halcourt United Church preservation group, and the 

Cutbank Lake potential recreation area with its adjacent historical Monkman Homestead.      
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Loading the cupola  Ready to transport  

 This ground-based move differed from the last one, which 

occurred in the early 1970s. Then, the cupola and the tower 

were slung under a helicopter, and flown to the new  site. 

Lifts for working towers are still routinely done in the forest. 

It is possible to do so because cupolas are very light and are 

flown to remote locations and placed on lofty towers. Unlike 

the short tower shown here, working towers, made of steel, 

often reach a height 100 feet (30 meters), or sit on mountain 

tops.  

Fire lookout towers are a part of the forest protection system 

in Alberta. They account for 40% of the fires located. The 

balance comes from a combination of lightning strike 

detectors, air patrols, and public reporting.   

Arrived safely at the Museum  

Helicopter moves tower  
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                                                                  ------------------------------------------------------ 

                     Revisiting the Cutbank Lake Proposal on October 30, 2024 

For the past 2 decades and more, the Monkman Homestead Preservation Society has been trying 

to achieve the restoration of the homestead of Alex and Louisa Monkman off Cutbank Lake  

(SE27 TP72 R6 W6) which was designated a provincial historic resource in 2001. Check the 

“Canadian Register of Historic Places” on the internet and click onto the “Monkman Homestead.” 

Thanks to the County of Grande Prairie for its assistance in the past in this endeavor. In doing this, 

we have come to realize that he value of the site lies not only in the historic buildings, but also in 

the landscape and natural habitat around Cutbank Lake.                                                                                    

 
 

A delegation of community and 

society representatives attended a 

presentation led by David Leonard in 

front of the County Council and staff 

to request that the 2013 proposal be 

reconsidered in the next budget term.  

The lead time can allow a new usage 

assessment study for recreation 

needs, and resolve current land title 

and other land usage consultation 

planning that may be considered.     
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The RCAF at 100 Years: Our November 6th Event 

PCHS and the Grande Prairie and District Branch of the Genealogical Society of Alberta hosted 
our November 6th event for both of our organizations and the general public, with an RCAF 
Centennial-themed presentation by Wanda Zenner titled “Winged Warfare”, and a second act from 
Duff Crerar based on family memory to spark a discussion on military artifacts, souvenirs, and 
stories from personal mementos with family and community collections. Attendees shared their 
military memories and conversations, one being Lloyd Sherk who traced the history of his rotary 
and fixed-wing career explained through the numerous military patches on his RCAF flight suit. 

  
               

                                                                            

                                                         

A Remembrance Day Wreath 

On November 11th, Duff Crerar and 
Charles Taws placed a wreath on behalf of 
PCHS members.                                                             
The Grande Prairie and District Pipes and 
Drums attended and performed. 

Our thanks to William Vavrek Photography   
for the photos. 
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             The Wembley Ferry on the Wapiti River at Pipestone 

           By David Leonard (with an editorial update for the two final paragraphs)  

During the late 1920s, the Peace River Country experienced a massive land rush, and, from April 

1928 to April 1930, over 4,500 applications were made for homesteads at the Grande Prairie 

Land Office.  Hitherto, there had been no applications for land south of the Wapiti River.  Here, 

the terrain was heavily wooded, and had been used primarily as a venue for hunting and 

trapping by the earlier settlers.  A small extent of lumbering had also taken place, with the logs 

barged to mills on the north side of the Wapiti.  Not realizing that the world was in the early 

stages of the Great Depression, and fully believing that the vast expanse of settlement would 

continue, the government undertook to subdivide quarter-sections south of the Wapiti for 

homesteading in the summer of 1930.   
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As settlers would have no means of marketing their grain to the E,D & BC rail line (now the 

Northern Alberta Railways) at Wembley, Dimsdale or Grande Prairie, the government decided 

to install a ferry across the Wapiti at the mouth of Pipestone Creek.  Its operation began in the 

summer of 1931.  It was officially known as the Wembley Ferry. 

By the time the Wembley Ferry was operational, the realization was rampant that the world 

was undergoing a depression.  Grain prices were tumbling, and farm foreclosures mounting.  

Control of Crown land and natural resources had been transferred to Alberta and Saskatchewan 

the year before, and, in the spring of 1931, the provincial government made the decision not to 

allow homesteading in the northern reaches of the province by anyone except Albertans, for 

fear that immigrant settlers would become destitute and add to the growing list of public relief 

recipients.  The early years of the Depression did, however, see a continuing stream of 

settlement in the Peace River region by Albertans, to the growing alarm of the local 

newspapers.  The reputation of the region was strong, and, although grain prices were 

extremely low, the yields were higher than ever.  Across the Wapiti, settlement began to take 

place, with homesteaders using the services of the Wembley Ferry.  Settlement was not 

extensive, however, and it was not until 1939 that a post office and store was finally erected in 

the district at Grovedale, although a school district (South Wapiti) was incorporated as early as 

1933. The seasonal ferry nonetheless continued to operate as the principal means of carrying 

goods and people with horse-drawn wagons or motor vehicles to and from the district.  

                 

    

The ferry continued in service until 1968, when the government decided to close the operation.       

Eight years earlier, a bridge had been built directly south of Grande Prairie across the Wapiti 

River, with an access road leading directly to Grovedale.  Most people in the district were now 

using this road as their access route to the outside.  In 1969, a movement was begun to have 

the Wembley Ferry run by locals, but it lasted only two years. 

 

 

                                                The Wembley Ferry in 1954, and in 1970 
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As the Department of Transportation files on the Wembley Ferry reveal, the ferry structure 
was constantly repaired between its inception in 1931 and its closure in 1968.  What 
remained of the structure in 1971 was left on the north bank of the Wapiti River near the 
mouth of Pipestone Creek, where it has sat ever since.  The site, however, is a scenic one, and, 
over the years, became a favoured spot for picnics.  Owned by the County of Grande Prairie, it 
was developed into a County park in the 1982.   

In recent years, bone-bed excavation for the Phillip J. Curry Dinosaur Museum in Wembley has 
grown near the park location. Remnants of the ferry returned to nature, and were removed 
this fall for safety reasons. Plans are underway to put a display and signage in place describing  
the ferry’s history, and its importance in opening early access to the region. 

As shown above, the primary support structural timbers and decking were all unsound. The 
most obvious salvage item that remained was the life preserver inscribed “Wembley Ferry” 
that was bolted to the plywood wall of a small shed on the deck. The life preserver has itself 
been preserved. It was rescued by County employees during removal of the other debris.  

                                                              ------------------------ 

 

 

 

Old Time SUGAR COOKIES                                          

1/2 cup butter softened (or margarine)         

1 cup granulated sugar 

 

 

 

OLD FASHIONED SUGAR COOKIES                                          

1/2 cup butter softened (or margarine)         
1 cup granulated sugar 
2 eggs 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
Pinch salt 
1/4 teaspoon vanilla or almond extract 

 
 

Cream butter, sugar, eggs together. Add flour and salt. Continue beating at medium 
speed. Add extract. Roll on floured cutting board. Cut. Bake 8-10 minutes at 350 for 24 pcs                                                                                         
Thanks for this, Janet Tolway! 

    


